THE   BROTHERHOOD   OF   PUBITY.

the efficient forces of the all-soul working on matter
are part-souls; whether it be the simple soul working
on simple bodies, like the spheres, stars, and elements;
or the specific soul working on specific bodies, animals,
plants, and minerals ; or part-souls proper working
upon individual animals, plants, or minerals. The
all-soul rules the category, the simple soul the genus,
the specific soul the species, the part-soul the Indi-
vidual ; and the all-soul nourishes the simple soul,
the simple the specific., and the specific the part-
soul.

This union of matter and soul, which forms the
universe, is, however, only temporary. Soul inhabits
matter only for the purpose of bringing itself towards
perfection. As the body is supported by food, so Is
the soul nourished by wisdom and knowledge and
spiritual discipline. If the soul assimilate wisdom,
righteousness, and faith, It grows more beautiful and
approaches perfection. But so long as it is linked to
matter, the soul can never attain absolute perfection.
The body, or matter, is but the egg which enables
the chick, the soul, to prepare itself for a higher
existence. When the process of education Is over,
and the soul has taken to itself all the elements "of
wisdom and faith of which it is capable, then the
prison-house of matter is burst open, and the soul
flies forth to join the universal soul from which It
originally proceeded. The body is merely a city
which lies desolate when the inhabitants are departed.
The soul is the inhabitant of the body, and as this
waxeg old %e soul draws nearer its awakening and